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Minister’s Report — Frank                                                

I write this at the conclusion 
of this period of ministry with 
you at Box Hill. 

In doing so, I wish to thank 
you all for the privilege of 
sharing this time of worship, 
life together as a community 
of faith, and some growth in 
understanding of what it 
means to be a church today. 

In the last few months we 
have said 'Good bye' to sever-
al couples who have decided 
after very long association 
with us to leave this church.  
They will be sadly missed. At the same time, it has been encouraging to 
see some new folk becoming more actively engaged with the life of the 
church. This is to be encouraged, gently and wisely. This is the kind of 
growth that will enable to church to find its way into the future—slow but 
deliberate growth. Two things that are much valued by these new people: 
the quality of our worship, and particularly strong biblical preaching and 
teaching, and the warmth of community welcome. These are strengths we 
need to value and to nurture into the future.  

During this year we also said 'Farewell' to Rev Dr Oh Young Kwon, whose 
work in pastoral care was deeply appreciated. It is pleasing that a new In-
terim appointment includes a significant focus on pastoral care.  

As I conclude I wish to offer some broader comments for your ongoing 
reflection and discussion. 

First: when I first came to Box Hill I made the observation that the context 
of the church is now much more like Collins Street, a CBD church, than like 
(say) New Hope. This appears to me even more so now.  

The church is in a major and long-term period of transition and the leader-
ship not only needs to know this but needs to help the people understand 
this, adjust to it and continue in hope.  

I suspect that the adjustments needed are more far-reaching than is cur-
rently accepted. This is a very real challenge and difficulty. Unless and 
until this situation is faced, understood and imaginative responses formu-
lated, the church will remain in its divided and distressed state. 

 



BOX HILL  BAPTIST CHU RCH Page 3 

Most important, then, is the need for a positive vision of what ministry is 
possible in this context. On the one hand, there are so many things that 
might be defined as needs. Given such limited people resources, however, 
choices will need to be made and resources allocate (and re-assigned) to-
wards such a vision. The church is asset rich but cash and people poor. It is 
a major challenge to accept the need to re-assign assets to sustain a min-
istry into the future. This can only be done in the strength of a shared 
vision. 

This brings me to the second key matter. How will such a vision be devel-
oped and shared? I have sought to offer biblical and theological resources 
for the church's processes of discernment. My conviction, however, is that 
these resources are of little effect unless the church is able to discuss the 
issues and challenges—and here I see a major difficulty. Whereas the con-
stitution provides for a community life based upon 'conversation', my expe-
rience here suggests that these events are not really conversations. I have 
recommended to the Ministry Reference Group that they give careful at-
tention to the preparation and planning of future Church Conversations: to 
enable the community to engage with and explore the vital issues for its 
future. 

In addition, I strongly recommend at least one consultation session with 
one of the Pastors of Collins Street Baptist Church, simply to explore the 
nature of ministry in such a context. 

In conclusion, I simply want to re-affirm my gratitude to you for the oppor-
tunity to journey with you, to worship with you, and to learn from you: 
and to urge you to keep faith. God has indeed something deeply valuable 
to do with and through this church. I encourage you to have faith that this 
is so. Open your hearts and eyes to what 
God is doing among you and around you 
and trust that for this God has provided 
and will continue to provide what is 
needed.  

 

Frank Rees 

October 31, 2018  
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 Ministry Reference Group 

 

The new church year started with the words in The Record, ‘Who is 
Christ for us today?’. Our answer to this not only defines something 
about him but about who we are, what we care about, what we hope 
for (paraphrase). This is relevant to us individually and corporately, and 
also to the MRG. 

It is the responsibility of the MRG to seek the welfare of the church, as 
best it is able. This means at one extreme we have to care about the 
mundane, the routine; church finances, maintenance issues, church 
working groups and who puts out the bins each week. These were on 
the MRG Agenda during this past year. At the other extreme the MRG 
seeks to dream and work with the pastor and members to develop a 
vision for the future of the church. More of this shortly. 

An important area to which the MRG attends is personnel matters. Oh-
Young Kwon concluded his 15-month pastoral ministry in July, a minis-
try appreciated by many. Frank Rees concluded his Intentional Interim 
Ministry at the end of October after working with us for 18 months, 
with the occasional absence for his BWA and other duties. Frank led us 
through a process of discernment aimed at framing, with the MRG, a 
vision for the future, which he placed under three headings, Faith, 
Hope and Love. Faith – the worshipping community, Hope – the future 
through engagement with the community around us, and Love – care for 
and relationships between members. 
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An important task Frank undertook was to ensure that necessary poli-
cies were formally in place, to which end the church has now adopted 
policies on Privacy, Workplace Health & Safety, Code of Ethics for Pas-
toral Workers, and a Code of Conduct for Church Leaders and Members.  
At the upcoming AGM, the Child Safe Policy will be presented for adop-
tion.  At the recent Gathering, the Baptist Union of Victoria voted to 
join the National Redress Scheme which together with other churches 
and institutions establishes a fund to compensate victims of childhood 
abuse.  The MRG will bring a recommendation to the AGM that BHBC 
opts in to this scheme.    

The Pastoral Search process continues; a committee was appointed to-
wards the end of 2017, but was placed in recess while work continued 
on framing a vision for the future of the church and to produce a docu-
ment which could be provided to potential future pastors.  The PSG re-
convened a few months ago, a number of names have been considered, 
and initial approaches made, but to date we have yet to enter into a 
serious conversation with a potential pastor.  Please continue to be in 
prayer for this group, and our moderator Gerry Reviere. 

We were pleased to present Julia Pope to the church as Interim Pastor 
until a new ‘permanent’ pastor commences. Julia has made a wonder-
ful start with visitation. Last December, Heather Marshall was appoint-
ed as Administrator. We were sorry to accept her recent resignation to 
take up an employment opportunity in her chosen field. She was a con-
siderable asset. Eddie Chapman has accepted the position and we are 
thankful for his availability at this stage in his career and especially 
pleased to have someone in the role who is part of our church. 

A pleasant personnel matter for the MRG is arranging the process for 
acceptance of new church members. This year Arman Torabi, Alex Tagi-
pour and Rowland Croucher were received into membership. On the 
other side we miss members who no longer attend services through ill-
ness, death and departure. Barrie Paul continues to be very restricted 
in his ability to leave the house. Communion was arranged for him at 
home. Illness has prevented Robert Kay Woon Chan, Bev O’Connor and 
Jane Dimsey attending church 
community events. Services 
were held following the 
deaths of Mavis Taylor, 
Heather Telfer and, suddenly, 
Irene Wakeman. David Taylor 
transferred his membership to 
Ivanhoe and we were sad-
dened by the departures of 
Ron and Greta Carter and Bob 
and Faye Edmonds. 
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It is not comfortable to mention two challenges faced by the church 
but to ignore them limits the lessons that can be learnt; ongoing dis-
content in relation to the distribution of funds to CCC and an accusa-
tion against a church member. The latter took up a considerable 
amount of Frank Rees’ time. Neither issue is completely resolved. One 
last source of tension we hesitate to mention is bollards and how best 
to secure parking at the rear of our buildings for staff and tenants. This 
is an issue the MRG has not been able to ignore. 

We continue to be enriched by the presence of people from different 
cultures in our midst. Our long-term Cambodians continue to be loyal, 
dependable and hard-working. Korean and Chinese from various back-
grounds have also been part of the church for some time with some 
more recent arrivals, and our Persian friends have joined us more re-
cently. We were sad to see discontinuation of an element that has been 
part of our services for some years, delivery of the bible reading in a 
second language as well as English, each Sunday. CCC shared their con-
cerns with the MRG that their mission to Melbourne’s Cambodian Com-
munity is struggling while CCC remains based at Box Hill.   

Now to a very significant issue for the church, the vision for the future, 
both short term and medium/long term aspects. These have been ad-
dressed through a number of forums and discernments by Frank Rees 
and the MRG. 

Some short-term initiatives are already in place. Hospitality lunches in 
homes and at the church, and a Saturday evening campfire have provid-
ed opportunities for fellowship and will 
continue to be arranged. Improving the 
appearance of the church is important 
for our image in the community. Lynne 
& Eddie took the initiative to transform 
the rear carpark with a garden bed and 
plants and hope to transform our Sta-
tion Street frontage with a Conversa-
tion Corner and an electronic notice-
board. Furniture has been added to the 
gallery with the intention of again be-
ing able to open the doors to the 
church during the week and the Admin-
istrator plans to spend time in the 
church building rather than locked in 
the Barn.  

 

 



 

 

The website has also been re-
freshed and updated to enhance our 
image. 

For the medium/long term vision a 
number of opportunities and chal-
lenges were acknowledged, particu-
larly with the changing nature of 
the surrounding neighbourhood 
which is becoming both increasingly 
multicultural and urban as evi-
denced by the residential develop-
ment growing higher by the day 
right across the street from the 
church!  The vision reiterated long 
held values of BHBC as an inclusive, 
multicultural worshipping communi-
ty.  It also expressed the desire for 
increasing missional engagement 
with a neighbourhood which has a 
strong Asian character. The realisation of this vision will take time and 
patience as we develop organically, but nevertheless will require the 
church to actively seek to achieve this vision. 

We extend our grateful thanks to everyone – from providing flowers for 
the front of the church and milk for morning tea to preaching, playing 
music, welcoming at the door, leading worship, counting the offering, 
attending the sound deck, and the myriad of other forms of service that 
contribute to the life of this community.  

Lorraine Mitchell and Ian Parker for the MRG which also includes Lynne Dyer, 
Eddie Chapman and Shueh Wah Kennedy. (Pete Uhe was also a member for 
part of the period and we were sorry to receive his resignation). 
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Travellers  

Travellers  is an open group with no formal structures who met on sev-
en occasions and shared in the following activities. 

 An excursion to the           
Chocolaterie and Ice 
Creamery in  Yarra  
Glen 

 “Travelling the Silk 
Road “ with Mary Edgar 

 A Whitehorse Theatre 
Production- “Shirley 
Valentine” 

 A Musical Soiree: Heather Preston, flute; Peter Uhe and Keith Jol-
ly ,  vocal and instrumental; Ian Parker , vocalist; Pat West and 
Eversley Farnbach piano. 

 Guest speaker: Dr. Murray Sandland, an infectious diseases spe-
cialist, who shared his personal story and his role at Fairfield In-
fectious Diseases Hospital and Pentridge Prison. He focused on 
the challenge of HIV/AIDS  treatment and holistic management 
over several years and saw the developments that revolutionized 
the treatment which gave hope and life to sufferers. 

 Guest speaker: Amanda  Southwell :  from International Needs 
Australia-INA. INA provides help and support to targeted groups in 
developing nations around the world : children, women, mums 
and babies, community groups and Aussie kids-helping them un-
derstand the effects of poverty on children around the world. 
Recommend you visit their website – they are recruiting Patrons 
to finance their mission.  Patrons may be individuals or groups 
who commit to support financially. 
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 The final activity was “sitting at table together” for a shared meal..      

 We must make do with Scraps    
Little scraps of peace and quiet. Hope.  conversation, handshakes-                                             

all in dribs and drabs. 
A few crumbs of fun: A tiny flake of beauty: One teaspoon of enthusiasm.   
A snippet of eye contact: A snippet of hospitality: A snippet of patience. 

Off-cuts of each other: A skerrick of community: A bit of a kiss. 
A shred of honor: A wisp of good humor: A sample of compassion. 

Leftovers, oddments, remnants of the glorious situation. 
A fragment of God : Not much really: Sorry: Time’s up. 

                                       Michael Leunig 

 

Know Your Bible (KYB) 

This year our studies have been Genesis verses 1 to 11, 2 Corinthians, Nahum 
Habakkuk and Zephaniah, and Galatians.  We still have our prayer time at the 
end of our study followed  by afternoon tea.  We meet at the home of Pat and 
Barrie  Paul on a Tuesday at 1.30 pm.  Thank you Pat and Barrie.   

Helen Timms.  

Ladies Group 

We met on the 2nd Wednesday of each month from February to November. 
Basically we meet in homes for lunch, morning and afternoon teas. Two out-
ings were enjoyed—Port Melbourne by tram and Pakenham by train to “check 
out” the “fly-over” between Caulfield and Oakleigh. We are working towards 
a Christmas Stall after last year’s success. This year to be held on December 
9th.  

We mourn the death of Irene Wakeman—She was a regular in our group.  

Kath 

Home Group 

This is a small group that meets twice monthly. We share a meal and spend an 
hour and a half studying and reflecting on our Christian tradition. The group 
began in Colin Hunter’s time and has continued with changes in the people 
involved. Over the years we have used several books as the focus for our 
study. This year it is Dr. Athol Gill’s challenging  book, “Life On the Road “. 

The fellowship around the table and sharing our faith journeys  is encouraging 
and supportive for us all.  

John West 



Children’s Ministry and Youth 

Over the last 12 months we have well and truly moved from an era of 
‘kids church’ to one which is a lot more like ‘youth group’. With our 
youngest member now reaching 12 years of age, the demographic has 
certainly grown up – and as such, the studies and activities have similarly 
had to adapt. We still remain open and looking forward to welcoming 
younger children into these activities, and are adaptable to do so, but 
remain focused primarily on those young people who regularly attend 
and ensure that they experience a time which makes them appreciate 
the experience of church, have a bit of fun and some great conversation, 
a few games perhaps – and hopefully learning a little bit of two along the 
way. 

Study series have varied across the year – most recently focusing on the 
Gospel of Mark. It remains challenging to build consistent studies with 
the relatively short school terms plus regular pauses for communion ser-
vices and other activities. We are increasingly taking advantage of ser-
mon topics and visiting speakers which we feel would be valuable for the 
youth and supporting them to remain in the service and hear from them. 

Once again, the young people took a lead in the multicultural Carol’s ser-
vice which was a great experience for them to do the research and prac-
tice, and demonstrate their skills and learnings to the broader church. 
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Of course we do not look 
at ‘youth’ as our only 
audience, but work to-
wards improving con-
nection across all of the 
‘families with young 
kids’ across the church. 
This has included special 
events including an 
outing to the beach over 

summer and various dinners across the year (including a farewell dinner 
to Oh-Young after his time supporting the youth and families. We once 
again took part in the 40 hour famine, which brought together some 
awareness (and fund)raising with an opportunity to sleepover together. 
The challenge of cooking a meal for everyone on a tiny amount of money 
proved to test their culinary and finance skills, but they came through 
with a Jesus-like miracle of more food than we needed! 

We’ve also been delighted to welcome the Chan family to our gatherings 
over the last 12 months and have appreciated their enthusiasm and con-
tribution. 

As the year closes it’s been encouraging to see a number of the young 
people stepping up to take on greater responsibilities in the church – 
from leadership roles to help-
ing out in worship services and 
everything in between. We 
believe this speaks highly of 
their growth and character, 
and can only be a good thing 
for the future of our church in 
this community. 

 BOX HILL  BAPTIST  CHURCH Page 11 
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Jubilee Housing 
The past year has brought encouragement and challenge to Jubilee Hous-
ing.   We look back with gratitude to those whose prophetic vision led 
them to recognise the vital importance of secure, affordable housing in 
stabilising the lives of people in distress.  During the year we gathered to 
give thanks for the life of one of our founders, Heather Telfer, whose ex-
ample of sensitive and timely pastoral care continues to inspire us. 

In recent days, regrettably, the numbers of people experiencing housing 
stress continues to grow.  Housing affordability is regularly identified as a 
high political priority, but, as yet, the response from both federal and 
state governments has been disappointing.   Our plans to expand our hous-
ing stock by building seven units in East Ringwood are now well advanced 
in the planning process and we hope to begin construction in the coming 
year.   This project will be financed by a combination of funds reserved 
from accumulated surpluses, a low interest loan provided by one of our 
sponsoring churches, and a loan at bank rates.    Except for rental income 
for two units designed for people with disability and leased through the 
NDIS, the complex will be built entirely without government assistance.    
The rents we charge are based on tenants’ incomes so recent cuts to Cen-
trelink payments, on which many depend, adversely affect our rental in-
come.   Without increased government assistance, there seems to be little 
prospect of alleviating what everyone acknowledges is a social disaster. 

Inspired by our work, a generous supporter recently approached us with a 
proposal to let his investment property, a two bedroom unit, at a very con-
cessional rent to a needy person on our waiting list.   Jubilee Housing will 
manage the tenancy, providing pastoral support on the same basis as to 
residents of our own complexes.   We hope that his generous initiative may 
well inspire other people similarly situated in life, and willing to accept 
lower investment returns in order to help others, to do likewise. 

The year has been a testing one for our staff, with some of our residents 
experiencing exceptional hardship and personal stress.   We are grateful to 
our Finance Manager Lynette Bridger and Housing Manager, Carol Hands for 
their professionalism and compassionate care.   In July 2018 Meredith Bea-
ton, a former JHI Housing Manager, was appointed to provide part time 
assistance to Carol.    In No-
vember 2017 Frank Rees, In-
terim Pastor of the Box Hill 
Baptist Church, joined the 
Committee of Management, 
replacing Kevin Purvis.   I 
thank the members of the 
Committee for their wise 
counsel and unstinting volun-
tary service.  

Graeme Davison 

President 
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Box Hill Chaplaincy Inc 
" Demonstrating the Presence of Christ in the Market Place." 

 

The Box Hill Chaplaincy Project was commenced in 1988 as an off shoot 
of the Box Hill Inter-Church Council. One of the initiators was Rev. Fr. 
Hal Ranger from St Francis Xavier Catholic Church-a remarkable man 
who was also an officer of the then City of Box Hill. Shortly after, the 
churches wound up the inter-church council leaving the Chaplaincy as 
our only ecumenical body. 

 The Chaplaincy as an incorporated organization, consists of individuals 
drawn from the Baptist, Catholic. Christian Disciples, Lutheran and 
Uniting churches.  The Chaplain--Rev. Nathan Nhan is the minister of 
Carlton Chinese Church of Christ. Nathan, who speaks four languages is 
employed for a total of two days per week to act as chaplain to em-
ployees, employers, visitors and anyone else associated with the Box 
Hill shopping centre---sometimes this ministry extends far beyond Box 
Hill ! 

As well as supporting the Chaplain the committee holds four breakfasts 
per year, in March, May, September and November.  

These feature interesting speakers and members of the public are wel-
come to attend. 

 On September 20th 2018 our speaker was Anwar Behre, a student from 
Ethiopia who has been studying at Melbourne School of Theology for the 
last three years to prepare him to, in turn train members of his church 
to counter Islam in Ethiopia. As a youth Anwar was brought up as a Mos-
lem but was converted to Christ, the penalty for doing this was death, 
but his family failed to kill him and now some of them are Christians. 
Our guests greatly appreciated Anwar's story and we will be following 
his progress after he leaves Australia on December 31  

Box Hill churches support the Chaplaincy by annual subscriptions but 
most of its income derives from Mission Enterprises Blackburn Limited.  

 

 
  
 
 
 




