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Minister’s Report 
 
On the 25th August 2019 I preached a sermon at Box Hill entitled simply 
Church and Worship. The text was Hebrews 12.18-29, and one thing I 
said in that sermon was “Worship leads us into the world, but into a world 
that can and will be shaken.” In illustrating that theme I pointed to three 
future risks: 1) economic turmoil; 2) the risk of a pandemic; and 3) the eco-
logical risks of real, urgent and ‘wicked problems’ in the environment.  Lit-
tle did we know that within twelve months all three of those world-
shaking challenges – in the form of widespread bushfires, the global 
Covid-19 pandemic and economic turmoil - would engulf us all. 
 
I write this report the day after the Premier of Victoria has announced 
the gradual lifting of some of the most stringent restrictions on personal 
movement and social life experienced anywhere in the world. For the 
past two days we have had no new cases and no Covid-19 deaths. No 
doubt there will be further outbreaks in the future, but we seem as a 
community to have learned how to manage outbreaks and secure the 
common good. 
 
The journey of this last year has been profoundly challenging. We have 
been blessed in not having widespread illness and tens of thousands of 
deaths as some overseas regions and countries have experienced. Our 
governments and public health authorities have responded well, but so 

have our communities, 
and services and organi-
sations, and our church-
es! It has been a time of 
innovation and adapta-
tion for everyone. We 
have moved to online 
worship and an interac-
tive digital presence. We 
have worked to maintain 
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and protect our property, largely through Eddie Chapman’s diligence 
and attention. We have been slowly moving forward with a number of 
programs which should come to fruition in the New Year. 
 
Above all, every member of the congregation has played a part by keep-
ing in touch with each other, praying for one other, doing readings and 
prayers by video for integration with our streaming service on Sunday. 
We have also been learning spiritually in this time. The insights and spir-
itual renewal that various 
people have shared with 
me as we have chatted 
over this time has been 
encouraging. Thank you 
all for what you have con-
tributed in a memorable 
and challenging year to-
gether. 
 
There are some who I would like to especially thank. The Ministry Refer-
ence Group have worked hard this year I am deeply grateful for their col-
lective wisdom and support. In particular I wish to thank Ian Parker who 
has borne the load of Chairing alone this past year. Ian has great gifts in 
managing detail and process and has been a skilled and valued leader in 
difficult times. To Ian and all members of the MRG, I express my thanks 
and appreciation for your wisdom, commitment and leadership in this 
most unusual of years. 
 
Someone who has come onto MRG this year (along with Lorraine Mitch-
ell) is Theresa Taylor who has been handling our books, banking and 
overall financial management. We don’t have an office of Treasurer, but 
Theresa has done the work of a Treasurer (and more!) in profoundly 
challenging times. Theresa recognised that we were eligible for various 
forms of government assistance and has skilfully and diligently man-
aged our relationship with government. We have also been wonderfully 
financially supported by our own members and their offerings over re-
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 cent months. Theresa has played a very significant part in managing 
complex finances in challenging times. Thank you, Theresa, for your de-
pendable and wonderfully effective work. 

 
Our musicians have shown 
creativity, flexibility and 
commitment week by week. 
Thank you,  Pat West, Peter 
Uhe and Keith Jolly, for 
(literally!) accompanying us 
on the journey of these 
months. The Psalmist la-
mented ‘How can we sing 
the Lord’s song in a strange 

land?’ Having you playing for us has been a ‘touchstone of normality’ 
and has helped us to keep singing in a strange and unusual time. 
[However, be warned: when we get back to worship in the church, we 
will all be looking for the ‘choir of teddy bears’ who have sung along with 
us these past months!] 
 
There are so many others who have made a contribution this last year. 
Teang Laan has worked with the Khmer speaking members of our com-
munity, networking and supporting them. Thank you Teang for the im-
portant role you have played and will continue to play! Various small 
groups have been meeting via Zoom and we thank John and Pat West, 
Rowland Croucher and Kath Timewell, and Helen Timms for their work 
in anchoring and networking various home groups and study groups. 
 
One person on whom a large burden has fallen over the last twelve 
months is Eddie Chapman, our Administrator. He has an amazing range 
of talents, from administration and property maintenance, creativity 
and technology, skills in working with people and in prayer and worship 
leading. Our streaming service have reflected his technical skills and 
spiritual depth. In dialogue with him, I have suggested that Eddie and 
the church might review his contract and reframe it to recognise Eddie’s 
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role as a worship leader and pastor among us. Thank you, Eddie for all 
the extra work you have poured into recent months, keeping us in con-
tact, encouraging us, and leading our worship so prayerfully and deeply. 
 
Thank you all for your faithfulness and prayer in difficult days. Thank you 
for all the work you have done, especially for the ways people have kept 
in touch with and encouraged one another through this time of enforced 
isolation! 
 
Just as last August we had no expectation of the crises ahead, we do not 
now know what coming days will be like.  Whatever tomorrow may 
bring, I am profoundly hopeful for the future, even though the world 
might continue to be shaken. As that passage of Hebrews concludes: 
Since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, let us give 
thanks, by which we offer to God an acceptable worship with reverence 
and awe (Hebrews 12.28). 
 
Jim Barr 
27th October 2020 



Page 6 BOX HILL  BAPTIST CHU RCH 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Ministry Reference Group 
 

The sun is shining this November day as we near the far edge of the dark 
forest. We lost our way at one point and were forced to wander in small 
circles, avoiding close contact with others in our party. The trees have 
become less dense as constraints are gradually removed and the Narcis-
sist clutches at thin air. The view on the other side of the forest is still to 
be revealed. How different will it be from that we have known in the 
past, before the forest enveloped us? How quickly will our confidence 
return? 
 
November 2019, the church year commenced with no sign of the ap-
proaching forest. Everyday life was normal, including the life of the 
church. The AFL Grand Final and Melbourne Cup had been held in front 
of large crowds. Christmas shoppers were warming the hearts of retail-
ers and preparations were being made for Advent services. We indulged 
in summer holidays although another dark shadow approached in a 
number of locations in Australia, the trauma of abnormally fierce bush-
fires. 
 
Christmas shopping 
was again facilitated 
by the church’s Christ-
mas stall, proceeds 
being directed to Sym-
biosis, an Australian 
Baptist organisation 
providing microfinance 
to help lift people out 
of poverty in Bangla-
desh. 
 
 
 



 

A major event at the beginning of 2020 was the departure of the Cam-
bodian Christian Community for a more appropriate geographic loca-
tion, the Dandenong Baptist Church. A combined thanksgiving service, 
at which communion gifts were exchanged, was held on January 19th in 
recognition of the association of our two communities which dated back 
to the 1980s. Despite this move, it was pleasing to see most of those 
originally from Cambodia who attended our morning worship service 
continue to do so. 
 
A major milestone for the church was the 150th anniversary of the first 
Baptist service in Box Hill. We thank Lorraine Mitchell for drawing our 
attention to such milestones and look forward to the completion of her 
work on the history of Box Hill Baptist Church. If the talks she has given 
along the way are any indication, we are in for a treat. 
 
Welcoming of long-term attendees, Graeme and Barbara Davison and 
Theresa Taylor, and newcomers Jean and Kevin Trevarthen, into mem-
bership was a highlight early in our church year. Graeme, Barbara and 
Theresa have been great contributors to the life of our church. 
 

An unexpected gift of modern 
couches by the Melbourne 
Convention and Exhibition 
Centre prompted a significant 
upgrade of the upper floor of 
the Education Building. James 
Lin’s brother, Ricky, was the 
contact and we thank him for 
the time and van he used to 
deliver the furniture. We also 
have the Chapman family to 

thank for the subsequent work which brought about the transformation. 
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The interest of our pastor in 
boating and in a Scottish Skiff 
has morphed into a Boating 
Group with Glen Campbell as 
Captain. This group will include 
the provision of an interest for 
people with specific needs. 
 
No report in 2020 can avoid a 
major section on the impact of 
the COVID-19 pandemic. Mel-
bourne’s first reported case of a person infected with this viral disease 
was on January 25th, a returnee from Wuhan in China. The significance 
of the virus only slowly dawned on us. Qantas promoted a global sale on 
February 2nd. Universities delayed commencement of classes by a week 
at the beginning of March. Mid-March we gave increased attention to 
limiting transmission of the virus during Sunday morning tea. By March 
22nd much of Australia was closing down, including our building-based 
worship services. 
 
One door closes and another opens. March 22nd service was the begin-
ning of a partnership between our Pastor, Jim Barr, and Administrator, 
Eddie Chapman, which has more than served us well during this unusual 
period. Jim has taken to the outdoors to record his weekly sermons and 
increase his tech knowhow. Eddie has provided a higher level of technol-
ogy and innovation to put the weekly service package together and has 
demonstrated a capacity to add thoughtful comment and prayers to en-
hance the services. He has gone well beyond his duties as administrator. 
 
The virus has disrupted the normal routines for most of us and discon-
nected us from face-to-face contact with family and friends. Many have 
contributed to keeping our church people connected; Teang Laan with 
the Cambodian ladies and others who have sent emails and letters, and 
made phone calls, to show people they are missed. A big thanks to the 
caring members of our community. 
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Jim has been let loose by the on-line op-
portunities, providing weekly devotion-
als, a weekly video stimulus from Baking 
to Toppling Statues, hosting Sunday 
Zoom morning tea and, for a time, also 
hosting Zoom morning tea mid-week. A 
special thanks to Jim and Eddie for the 
extraordinary contributions they have 
made to the life of our church during 
COVID. 
 
Forcing services and morning tea on-line has not been all negative. It has 
levelled the playing field for members of our congregation who have not 
been able to attend in-person, in particular Barrie Paul and Ludger Kohl-
leppell. People who are geographically distant or whose church has not 
provided an on-line service, have also logged into our services and even 
‘shared’ morning tea. 
 

In recent months the Vietnamese 
fellowship which met in the Kew 
Baptist church hall, have been using 
our church building to present their 
on-line service on a Sunday after-
noon, following closure of the hall. 
They may seek continued use of the 
church after restrictions are eased as 
we are located closer to the Vietnam-
ese community. 

 
At the time of writing this report, the number of people who can attend 
religious services is being increased. The MRG will convene to consider 
when we will commence meeting again in the church building, in a 
COVID-safe way. On-line services may continue with some people view-
ing the service in the church. 
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Financial challenges for our church were a real possibility with the shut-
ting down of activities by organisations that hired our church property 
and the pre-COVID departure of a major tenant. Job Keeper and other 
government assistance have offset much of the loss to date and the in-
creased financial contributions by members are much appreciated. 
Thanks for your commitment. 
 
We are grateful that we have not had any serious COVID-related illness 
or deaths of members of our congregation during this period, but do 
recognise the many families in the wider community who have been im-
pacted by the effects of the virus. 
 
Two on-going items that require finalisation of details are the loan to 
Jubilee Housing and commencement of a Chinese Fellowship. The delay 
in finalising the loan is related to provision of security for the loan. 
 
Other planned activities whose launch is being delayed by COVID in-
clude Mainly Music and teaching of English to those whose proficiency is 
in other languages. 
 
Those who served on the MRG during this past church year were; Lucy 
Campbell, Eddie Chapman, Lynne Dyer, and Shueh Wah Kennedy, Jim 
Barr (ex-officio), seconded members Lorraine Mitchell and Theresa Tay-
lor and myself, Ian Parker (Chair). Thanks to members of the MRG for 
their commitment during the year with the additional pressure of the 
impact of COVID-19. 
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Prayer  

Prayer is a significant part of the life 
of our church both in services on Sun-
day, Contemplative services, and 
through commitment of individual 
members of the congregation to pray 
for others. 

In the time of Covid and attending 
online services we have appreciated 
the corporate prayer times we have 
had together and have particularly 
appreciated Eddie Chapman’s leader-
ship.  

Prayer chains have been an im-
portant part of the Box Hill Baptist 
Church for many years and had 
ceased to operate recently. In this 
dislocated time of Covid they have 
been reconvened. If people have par-
ticular prayer requests they can con-
tact Barbara Davison on 0425745359 who coordinates the prayer chains 
and passes on requests.  

Barbara Davison 
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Travellers  

 This group did not meet this year. Our possible numbers have become 

so small it would seem this fellowship model has run its course. It served 

an important role for many years as a place to share our life and faith 

journeys. 

 

May new ways of sharing emerge as we recover from the pandemic. 

 

"It is unity we are needing, not uniformity. What is needed is to respect one 
another's point of view and not to impute unworthy motives to one anoth-
er or to seek to impugn the integrity of the other. Our maturity will be 
judged  by how well we able to agree to disagree and yet continue to love 
one another and to cherish one another and seek the greater good of the 
other." Desmond Tutu.   
 
 

Wednesday Home Group 
 
This group has continued to meet twice monthly using zoom. We thank 
Mary Edgar for her encouragement to meet and take responsibility for 
hosting the sessions. We have reflected on material that linked the 
Christian story to the context of the pandemic. Richard Rohr's daily re-
flections have been the main source. 
An important connection for group members to be aware of our individ-
ual situations and offering prayerful support. 
                                                                                                         
M.John West 
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Know Your Bible (KYB) 
 
We started the year studying "The Psalms of mercy and hope"  Book 4: 

Psalms 90 to 106. We halted meeting together because of COVID-19 

until Jim organised for us to meet on Zoom on 18th August.   We have 

since completed our first book and are now studying Nehemiah,  "Faith 

and perseverence under pressure."  We are still able to have a chat and 

prayer time which is of great value to us thanks to Jim.    

Helen Timms.  

 

Thursday Home Group 

Until the virus stopped our twice-a-month gatherings at Glenn and Suzanne’s 

home, twelve of us enjoyed dinner, ‘catching up’ with one another, a Bible 

study, and prayer. 

One special night a visitor led us in some Christian meditation exercises: quite 

challenging! 

Our pastor Jim Barr is sharing with us via Zoom these days, and his leadership 

and input is most appreciated. 

We have yet to finalise our new year 2021 agenda.  

‘Watch this space’. 

Rowland Croucher  
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Jubilee Housing 

 
The vision and mission of 
Jubilee Housing is to pro-
vide quality affordable 
housing for families and 
singles who cannot ac-
cess the private rental 
market due to their financial situations.  In 1986 Box Hill Baptist and 
NewHope Baptist churches were responsible for the establishment of 
Jubilee Housing Inc as a separate entity and the development of our first 
housing project in Box Hill North.  The vision and commitment of the 
two partner churches has resulted in many families and individuals hav-
ing affordable and secure housing.  Jubilee Housing subsequently joined 
with Emmaus Christian Community Ltd, an outreach of the South Croy-
don Anglican Church, in building 19 community housing units with open 
space in Bayswater North.  These were completed in 2004. 
 
Jubilee Housing Inc has four separate sites:  10 units in Box Hill North, 10 
units in Burwood, 19 units in Bayswater North, and an older weather-
board house on a large block in Ringwood East.  Jubilee Housing hopes 
to build six units on this block and Council has approved a planning per-
mit.  Designs are currently being considered and we hope to secure 
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funds to move ahead with the project. 
 
Ps Jim Barr and Prof. Graeme Davison are the current Box Hill Baptist 
appointed representatives on the Jubilee Committee of Manage-
ment.  We thank them for their ongoing support and advocacy.    
 

Don Hands 

President 
on behalf of 
Jubilee Housing Inc 
 
 

Community support and engagement 

Box Hill Baptist Church continues to find new ways to support other or-
ganisations and groups in our local community.  

Box Hill Community Information and Support Centre 

Once a month our gifts of non-perishable groceries are given to the cen-
tre for distribution to those in need.  

We bring our contributions each Communion Sunday, and during the 
pandemic period have been given the opportunity to provide donations 
directly to the centre electronically. We are one of the most generous 
donors. We were pleased to see a large contribution of funds from the 
Whitehorse Council to support the Centre during this challenging time.  

“To give is to receive”.  

Box Hill Community Connector 

Box Hill has worked closely with the Box Hill Community Connector, Ian 
Bunston, who is supported by Korus Connect and works in close collabo-
ration with Vicinity (who own and operate the shopping centre). Ian’s 
skills and enthusiasm for networking and partnerships has contributed 
strongly to collaborative activities between churches and engagement 
with other organisations, including the police, especially during this pan-
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demic period. We look forward to working more closely with Ian in com-
ing years.  

Box Hill Central Community Choir 

In collaboration with Ian Bunston, the Community Choir has continued 
to meet weekly at Box Hill Baptist Church, with a number of church 
members being involved. This group continues to grow and evolve, and 
despite the challenges of singing during a pandemic, the group has been 
innovative in meeting via Zoom and continuing to sing and support each 
other.  

Whitehorse Churches Care 

Box Hill has had a healthy, collaborative partnership with the collective 
of Whitehorse Churches Care for a number of years, and this year we 
made the partnership more official by becoming a formal part of the 
network.  

This will enhance our collective efforts in supporting our community, 
and we look forward to working with the network and it’s Coordinator, 
Kerryn Pell. 
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Box Hill Ballet 

A longstanding relationship has been sustained between the church and 
the Box Hill Ballet group, who meet regularly in the Barn on Saturday 
mornings, bringing much energy, music and members of our community 
through our doors each week.  

Narcotics Anonymous 

Meeting twice a week in the upper education building, Narcotics Anony-
mous provides an ongoing support network to those recovering from 
and battling with the impact of drug addiction. Well attended, the group 
has been visited by Pastor Jim over the year and benefits from the loca-
tion and low-cost access that we provide.   

Friends of Dismas 

As part of the Dismas Fellowship network, Friends of Dismas pro-
vides  a  safe and welcoming place where  ex-prisoners and friends can 
experience Christian community. Meeting on Tuesday evenings the 
group has formed a partnership with our church this year, and is sup-
ported by external facilitators . 

Rotary “First Friday” dinners 

The First Friday Dinner is a monthly meals program established in 2012. 
The purpose of the meal is not just to provide a well balanced home 
cooked meal for vulnerable or isolated community members in a safe, 
warm and friendly environment but also an opportunity to meet with 
others. 

The dinners have been forced to temporarily cease during the COVID 
period, and the group is now evaluating their ongoing viability. 

 
  




