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Minister’s Report
This annual meeting comes after a long period of difficulty and disruption in every aspect of Australian life. We have just ended our sixth lockdown, which has given Melbourne the distinction of having the longest
cumulative time under lockdown of any city in the world. Our emergence from lockdown occurs in the middle of another wave of the Coronavirus with record numbers of daily infections and rising deaths. From
here on the COVID management strategy is to be vaccination rather
than isolation and the pandemic (and our living with it) will enter a new
phase.
The church has adapted to
the challenge of this past
year. Our worship has
moved between livestreamed services where
possible, to podcast services
when we have not been able
to meet. We have commenced new programs, like
the Box Hill Community
Bakehouse, and the English
Language class while also
maintaining existing programs through online contact and the smallscale interactions and conversations possible within the health regulations of the day. We have revised our Constitution and prepared a Draft
of a new Church Covenant. We took the innovative step of realigning
our ministry resources and recognising Mr Eddie Chapman as a Pastoral
Leader within our community.
As a community we are much indebted to those who have maintained
and enriched our common life through these difficult times. I wish to
record my thanks to all those who have contributed to our shared wor-
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ship – to Pat West, Keith Jolly and Peter Uhe who have continued to
provide advice and accompaniment for our music, and all those who
provided readings, news and video/photographs to enrich and personalise our worship. Eddie Chapman has been a foundation stone for our
digital worship with his mix of technical skills, creativity and spiritual
sensitivity – together with his wonderful ‘support cast’ of Michelle, Jasmine and Ethan!

On the missional front Eddie Chapman and Lynne Dyer and our various
volunteers have done great work in leading the Box Hill Community
Bakehouse on Saturday morning and Thursday afternoon. This exciting
ministry was founded and led by Jo Hernandez until very recently as Jo
prepares to move on to other projects interstate. I thank them all, leaders and volunteers, for their contribution to an exciting and valuable
ministry and we wish Jo well for her future.
We have faced significant financial challenges, some predating the pandemic and others relating to it. I want to acknowledge and thank Theresa Taylor who has managed our accounts with skill and diligence, especially in engaging with various government support programs.
Any period of crisis and change presents significant burdens for leaders.
The Diaconate have worked hard this year and I thank them for their vision and hard work. Ian Parker (Chair), Lucy Campbell, Lynne Dyer,
Shueh Wah Kennedy, Lorraine Mitchell and Theresa Taylor (together
with Eddie and myself as pastors) have led us through a difficult time.
Leading small groups when we cannot meet is very difficult and yet several small groups continue to share a committed and deep life together.
John and Pat West, Rowland Croucher and Kath Timewell, Glenn Campbell and Suzanne Moore and Helen Timms have all made a contribution
over the last year in leading, supporting and facilitating the life of our
small groups.

Barbara Davison has facilitated a prayer network of volunteers across

Page 4

B OX H IL L B A PT IS T CHU R CH

the church. This has
been very difficult work,
being pressured from
two different directions.
One is the lack of personal contact over
morning worship and
other social interactions
over tea and coffee –
those occasions where
the sensitive and personal information that is
so often the subject of
prayer is shared most naturally and confidentially. The other is the unfolding crisis of social media, where we see how the impact of social media platforms on human community and personal well-being can be
both intrusive and abusive. The prayer network has grappled with finding appropriate ways of facilitating prayer while respecting privacy. I
want to thank Barbara and her praying volunteers for their work and
look forward to extending that network and its activity in the year
ahead.
Kath Timewell has been the co-ordinator of the Pastoral Care Group for
many years. This group has done wonderful work supporting and including people, but the lockdown and prohibition of visiting one another has
made their work very difficult. I thank Kath, John West, Viti Keys and
Glennys Williams for their work and look forward to reshaping the group
and its work now that the new phase of life in Melbourne opens up.
A period of long service leave has been a wonderful gift to me and Jane
from the church. I am grateful for this, and thank the church and my colleagues Eddie Chapman and the Revd Sue McDonald for their leadership and pastoral care of the church over this time.

I think I am an optimistic person, but I wonder whether that it always
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helpful. (One definition of optimist/pessimist is that the pessimist always says, “Things couldn’t possibly get any worse!” and the optimist
replies brightly, “Oh, yes they can!”) It is important not to minimise the
seriousness of our situation and the challenges we face. One mark of the
false prophet is that they dress the wound of my people carelessly, saying,
“Peace, Peace,” where there is no peace (Jeremiah 6.14//8.11). With that in
mind, we must acknowledge the trauma that the world and our own community has experienced and the damage to mental health, community relationships and economic and social activity that must now be rebuilt or
restored.
And yet, I remain profoundly optimistic! Is the church, like Esther of the
Bible, addressed with that powerful question perhaps you have come into
the kingdom for such a time as this? (Esther 4.14). Surrounded by difficulty
and danger, when the whole world seemed to be turning against her people and the future seemed uncertain, precarious, a whole new chapter
opened in the life of the people of God. As we acknowledge our 120th year
as a witnessing community in the heart of Box Hill, let us look forward to
the future that God is preparing for us, believing that in quietness and trust
shall be our strength (Is 30.15) and that Jesus is with us always, even to the
end of the age (Mt 28.20).
Grace and peace,
Jim
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Diaconate Report
The ongoing pandemic impacted many aspects of Victorian society during this church year as Melbourne triumphed again, breaking the world
record for the number of days in lockdown, in excess of 250. We don’t
need to be reminded of the effect on worship services with the number
of Sundays when the church doors have been shut now exceeding 40.
Even more significant have been the deaths associated with COVID-19,
the loss of income by households, disruption of children’s schooling and
other learning experiences, family separation and the deteriorating
mental health of those more vulnerable.
Despite the year’s challenges our church has progressed on a number of
fronts; Eddie Chapman was appointed Executive Pastor 2.5 days per
week from October 4, agreement was reached for the establishment of
Bethel Baptist Chinese Fellowship led by James Lin, English classes
commenced under the skilled leadership of Lynne Dyer, the Diaconate
replaced the Ministry Reference Group as we approved a revised Constitution in July, significant progress was made on revision of the Church
Covenant, a substantial food distribution program was established, an
initiative of Jo Fernandez, and increased attention was given to the
church’s on-line presence.
Other features of the year have included: The
stellar efforts of Eddie Chapman in creating
our weekly YouTube services during lockdown
and his other initiatives such as ‘Exploring our
backyard’; Celebration of our 120th church anniversary during lockdown, a dapper Rev Field
returning in sepia to deliver his 1918 church
anniversary sermon on October 17; Screening
of the film ‘The story of Plastics’; Financial
pandemic contributions by the government
which have offset losses and been most wel-
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come; Our support of
and collaboration with
Box Hill Community
Connector, Ian Bunston,
whose activities are a
Korus Connect initiative;
Celebration of Melbourne’s AFL success
with Scottie McGuiness;
Painting of the Barn and
replacement of office carpets, continued planting of the church garden
and repair of the church roof.
During 2021 Yooralla decided to cease rental of church buildings resulting in a significant loss of income. Attempts to replace them with other
tenants have been unsuccessful, encouraging the Diaconate to consider
a creative approach to utilisation of the ground floor of the Education
building. Others, such as a ballet class and Friends of Dismas, have continued to rent space in our buildings when COVID regulations have permitted.
As our church year draws to a close our senior Pastor, Rev Jim Barr, is on
long service leave and Sue McDonald has joined the pastoral team one
day per week to provide pastoral care during his absence. On his return
from the second stage of his long service leave, Jim will reduce his weekly working days from 4 to 2.5.
We look forward to a measure of normality as numbers who are double
vaccinated approach 90% and booster doses are fast approaching. Only
in the coming months and years will the full impact of the COVID-19
pandemic become clear. It is clear now that many young adults have
been severely impacted as part-time hospitality work has dried up and
tertiary education has been forced on-line. Some school children, especially those with an engaged parent, have thrived on-line while others
have struggled and lost motivation. Working from home, at least for
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part of the week, has become the norm for many, resulting in the depletion of numbers in the CBD causing a loss of income for those letting
office space and for others running food outlets. In the case of churches,
many are continuing to live stream their services post lockdown for
those shut at home or living far away.
There are voices highlighting the growing disparity within our communities and between nations as a result of the pandemic, and the need for
action to reduce it (e.g. Prof Ian Goldin in his book ‘Rescue – From Global Crisis to a Better World’). Our church has many who are among the
more privileged in society. Our challenge is to find ways to contribute to
the creation of a more equitable society and world.
We acknowledge the work of those who have been deacons during this
past church year; Eddie Chapman (prior to his ex-officio position on the
Diaconate as a pastor of the church), Lucy Campbell, Lynne Dyer, Shueh
Wah Kennedy, Lorraine Mitchell and Theresa Taylor. A special thanks to
Theresa for her regular entering of financial details and production of
our financial reports, and thanks also to our auditor, Richard Lim, who
has refined and reviewed our accounts.
Our thanks also go to our Senior Pastor, Jim Barr, for his support of the
church during a trying period, to Eddie Chapman, for his additional contribution during the short time he has been Executive Pastor and to our
interim Pastoral Care Pastor, Sue McDonald, for coming out of retirement to care for us during the absence of our Senior Pastor.
It has been a pleasure to work with such a dedicated group of people
during this challenging year. Much has been achieved but there is still
much to do.
Ian Parker
Church and Diaconate Chair
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Administrator’s Report
As I was challenged to put together the 2020 Annual Report under the
shadow of COVID - where it felt like almost every entry included a variation of the line, “because of COVID-19, we couldn’t…..”, I took some solace that, at that stage, with Victoria having beaten the virus into submission we would look forward to a more ‘typical’ 2021. Little did we know
that 2021 was likely to be even more unpredictable and challenging than
the year we had just departed!
However, unpredictability and challenge can bring unexpected and surprising things, and this last year has certainly been no exception.
Worship has continued its on-again, off-again cycle - although of course
worship has never truly been ‘off’ at BHBC, but simply continuing in a
different form with its own advantages and challenges. After many
months of ‘practice’ in 2019-20, we were well prepared for the demands
of 20-21, with an increasingly
rich repertoire of material to
draw from and a congregation
who was adept and familiar
with online worship. It is my
sincere belief that BHBC has
adapted to the demands of
online worship far more successfully and openly than
many other congregations, with a congregation who is open to new ideas and flexible in their perspective of worship, and an approach to worship which is driven more by content than style. This has made it less
problematic, and far more energising, in trying out new ways of worship
together, apart.
We continue to engage with people through our online worship that we
would not have otherwise reached through in-person worship. Even
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though only a small percentage of these people will make themselves
known to us, we are encouraged by the numbers of people engaging
weekly (approximately 100 ‘screens’ viewing each week) and the positive feedback voluntarily provided by a range of participants about the
grounded, thoughtful, and ‘real’ nature of our worship life.
We have been delighted this year to
share our worship with the new
communities that have emerged
and joined us over the last year,
Earthen Vessels (previously the Kew
Vietnamese Baptist Church) led by
Pastor Khoi Doan, and Bethel Chinese Fellowship, seeded and grown
by Pastor James Lin. Having these
communities join us in the 2020-21
year has ensured that the building
has not suffered COVID abandonment, with our offices now renovated, refreshed (and full!). Having
three congregations sharing the
same resources has not come without its challenges, but it has come
with many rewards. These have included the shared resourcing of new
livestreaming equipment, and the opportunities to engage in collaborative ministry which, whilst limited by COVID restrictions, have great potential over the coming months and years.
BHBC’s community programs have undertaken a surprising renaissance over this year. At the end of 2020 there was a high degree of uncertainty and confusion about ‘where to from here’ in terms of how we
use our church’s resources to fulfil our commitment to hospitality and
community. But, God has been immensely faithful to us, providing a
path in the wilderness and seeding positive new ministries in our midst.
Funding received from Whitehorse Council helped to establish a new set
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of English Language Classes from February 2021. These have rapidly
grown and are now being recognised as some of the most engaging and
meaningful conversational English classes in the area, with the expert
input of Lynne Dyer not only providing opportunities to improve skills
and confidence in English, but also furthering an understanding of
broader community issues (such as recycling and sustainability), increasing understanding between cultures, and building a community who are
keen to give back and support the community. This success has resulted
in a further grant from Whitehorse Council and a positive future for
these initiatives.
This was soon followed by the unexpected Community Bakehouse initiative (covered separately in this report), and the seeding of new ideas
such as that of a monthly Village Market which, while parked temporarily due to COVID restrictions, has generated a positive response and high
level of enthusiasm which will help see that a success in the coming
year.
The high level of community
need during the COVID lockdowns has drawn BHBC more
deeply into the activities of
Whitehorse Churches Care, of
which we are now a full member
and heavily engaged in their
work, which is highly complementary to much of the work
we are now finding ourselves
doing.
When COVID restrictions have
allowed it, we have been
pleased to continue our hosting
and support of the broad range
of organisations which use our
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property including:
•
•
•
•
•

Narcotics Anonymous
Friends of Dismas
Box Hill Ballet
RICE Network
Box Hill Community Choir

We have a commitment to building relationships with community organisations and look forward to extending the opportunity to share
more about what these groups do and explore how we can work more
closely together into the future.
I want to close by recognising the many people who make it possible for
the Administrator role to be fulfilled in the few hours a week that we
have, especially in the challenging circumstances of 2020-21, including
Theresa Taylor, who continues to provide invaluable support around our
financial systems, John West for continuing to undertake a range of voluntary roles from banking to language teaching (!), the music team and
the many worship leaders who continue to make our worship life rich
and diverse. As this role transforms from Administrator to Executive
Pastor, I am more appreciative than ever of this network of supportive
volunteers.
Finally, my deepest thanks to all who are a part of the Box Hill Baptist
community. It has been the most challenging of years, as the novelty of
pandemic lockdown has worn off and we have instead found ourselves
trudging through endless weeks of uncertainty and gloom. But despite
all of this, I have had the joy of working with a community who are always quick to say ‘yes’, whenever the need arises and who have adapted
and risen to the challenge of this new world. This shared, community
mindset is what makes me deeply excited about the year ahead as we
emerge from our COVID cocoons, fundamentally changed and evolved
for the world that we are venturing into. I look forward to sharing this
journey with each and every one of you.
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Pastoral Care
The Pastoral Care Group (consisting of John, Glenys, Viti and Kath, and
of course Pastor Jim) are available to help when needed.
Caring in this Covid Time is not as straightforward as it used to be - no
visiting etc. Phone calls have to be the way. We appreciate that other
people also are doing their bit to keep in touch with others…
As a group we feel God is with us in these difficult times.
God bless you all.
Kath Timewell.
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Wednesday Home Group
The following members
have met twice monthly via
Zoom; Mary Edgar, Diane
Heagney, Barbara & Graeme
Davison, Eversley Farnbach,
John Sampson, Pat & John
West. We focussed on Julian
of Norwich, mystic, firstly on
Matthew Fox’s book. Mary
gave three presentations on
Julian, as it is one of her areas of extensive reading
Currently we are looking at
how our beliefs may have
changed from childhood to
adulthood. Keith Dyer has
joined us for this topic.
We have missed an important aspect of our group
life, that is shared meals.

We trust 2022 will be an opportunity to return to face-to-face sessions.
Pat & John
On behalf of the group
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Know Your Bible (KYB)
We have been able to continue our studies thanks to Jim who has organised us to use zoom. This year our studies have been:•

Messages and Missions _ Acts 13:28;

•

Kings and Kingdoms - Daniel ;

•

Colossians and Philemons;

•

Intended for Good - Genesis 37-40.

Meg Barr has joined us this year bringing our number to five.
Helen Timms
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Jubilee Housing
The vision and mission of Jubilee Housing is
to provide quality affordable housing for
families and singles who cannot access the
private rental market due to their financial
situations. In 1986 Box Hill Baptist and
NewHope Baptist churches were responsible for the establishment of
Jubilee Housing Inc as a separate entity and the development of our first
housing project in Box Hill North. The vision and
commitment of the two partner churches has resulted in many families and individuals having
affordable and secure housing. Jubilee Housing
subsequently joined with Emmaus Christian Community Ltd, an outreach of the South Croydon Anglican Church, in building 19 community housing
units with open space in Bayswater North. These
were completed in 2004.
Jubilee Housing Inc has four separate sites: 10
units in Box Hill North, 10 units in Burwood, 19
units in Bayswater North, and an older weatherboard house on a large
block in Ringwood East. Jubilee Housing hopes to build six units on this
block and Council has approved a planning permit. Designs are currently being considered and we hope to secure funds to move ahead with
the project.
Ps Jim Barr and Prof. Graeme Davison are the current Box Hill Baptist appointed representatives on
the Jubilee Committee of Management. We thank
them for their ongoing support and advocacy.
Don Hands
President
on behalf of Jubilee Housing Inc
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Box Hill Community Bakehouse
The development of community engagement and
support programs is often about careful analysis of
the population, a thorough understanding of your
own resources, and detailed and comprehensive
consultation and relationship formation with key
stakeholders and aligned organisations and initiatives.
And sometimes it’s simply about saying ‘yes’ to a random request from
someone you’ve never met with little information about what this may
all be about! This has certainly been the experience of the Community
Bakehouse - which has certainly been an unexpected success in the
midst of a very chaotic and challenging year.
Commencing in May 2021 (with the aforementioned request on social
media from the initiative’s founder, Jo Hernandez), the program has
grown both in the number of people it serves each week, and the volume and variety of food provided. From one bakery providing food for
Saturday mornings in the first few weeks it has now grown to 5 bakeries
providing bread and baked goods, a greengrocer providing fresh produce, and Rotary Box Hill & Burwood providing meals and other goods
through their Fareshare and Foodbank connections.

This has resulted in the program now operating twice a
week (Thursdays and Saturday), and supporting up to
100 people per week, many
of whom are becoming fond
regulars. Volunteers have
grown from 4-5 in the first
week to now a regular 17 almost all of whom are peo-

ple from the broader Box Hill community with little to no church background, and are there simply because they want to serve their community and value the ministry and community that they have helped
create. We have also been delighted to see the participants from the
English Language classes (led by Lynne Dyer) be so enthusiastic about
running the Thursday event themselves and their dedication to wanting to serve their community. We are definitely encouraged by seeing
this cycle of giving & receiving in action!
From its outset the program has had a joint focus on minimising food
waste and feeding the community, and we have been delighted to see
a community gathering around this event in which it is largely impossible to discern for what reason someone is attending and receiving food. This helps to take Quote from a participant:
the stigma out of seeking food assistance and You’re such a beautiful
provides opportunities for people of all back- group of people. The
grounds to gather together and have an op- friends I’ve collected for a
few times now have all
portunity to share a conversation with people
been so so appreciative of
they might otherwise never meet.
This has been supported by those from the
BHBC community who have regularly provided free coffee and tea, which creates positive
excuses for people to sit and have a conversation. COVID-19 has made this more challenging than ideal over this year, but we have persevered and are looking forward to making
this a more regular part of the program.
This would not have been possible without all
of those who volunteer (not to mention those
who come and help take their share of the
massive haul of food which would otherwise
be wasted), but in particular we do want to
recognise Jo Hernandez, for her passion for
the project and unending energy to bring this

the days and days worth
of extra meals I’ve been
able to offer them thanks
to this amazing community of people offering this
every week. I just wanted
you to know you have
made a huge difference to
some people that were
really struggling, especially friends of mine in share
houses on only jobseekers’
allowance where after
their rent is paid are left
with very very little to buy
food and survive for
2weeks. So big huge hugs
to you all.

all together, and Lynne Dyer who has graciously taken up the torch and
continues to not simply facilitate the program, but to also build a community around it of volunteers who feel supported and valued. We also
recognise the provision of food from Baker’s Delight (Brentford Square,
Doncaster, Burwood One, and Tunstall Square), BreadStreet, Tunstall
Fresh and Rotary Box Hill & Burwood, with special recognition of Simon
Wheelton for his ceaseless dedication to community service.
It is fair to say that this ministry has helped us re-imagine what is possible at Box Hill Baptist, and we are excited about the opportunities that
lie ahead next year which have emerged from or been sparked by what
we have seen through this surprising ministry. .

English Language Classes
Since this program began in February of 2021, 65 people have attended
the class. Some have been infrequent, while others have become regular attendees. Participants mostly come from mainland China, but we
also have people from South Korea, Hong Kong, Cambodia, Philippines,
Sri Lanka, Indonesia, Taiwan and India. It is a wonderfully diverse cultural mix which benefits us all.

The many lockdowns we have experienced since May has made the
continuity of the class difficult, and necessitated flexibility in its delivery. When it became clear that lockdowns were going to be lengthy, we
moved to an online 90-minute class each week. Many of the participants struggled with the loneliness and isolation during this time and
enjoyed meeting together and forming connections while developing
confidence in using English. However, for others the online class was a
challenge as some of the participants aren’t confident or competent
with technology and the online format.

We have noticed increased confidence among the participants over this
year as they practise their English together and feel safe in the group.
Some enjoy writing and have now moved from sharing this with a small
group to sharing aloud with the whole class. Some have attended BHBC
morning tea via Zoom, as well as Jim’s Home Group and Church when
these have been able to meet. Seven of the class volunteer in our Community Bakehouse on Thursdays, enjoying the extra opportunity to
practise their English, along with the sense of community and belonging
they feel in. working together.
We held a lunch together in the Barn in June, which allowed participants
to bring some food from their own culture to share and talk about. Many
expressed how lonely they have felt in Australia, that they feel safe and
welcome in our English class, and have enjoyed developing friendships
through it.
We have explored topics around recycling, where and how to recycle
different types of packaging and products; and sustainability; the dangers of plastic in the environment and how to reduce single use plastics
with the idea that the participants are increasingly able to make good
choices. We have looked at where they can go for day trips within an
hour of Melbourne and introduced them to a variety of Australian birds
and animals. They have explored the meaning of some common idiomatic expressions and phrasal verbs as well as unpacking songs such as
Advance Australia Fair, and Waltzing Matilda, and the poem ‘My Country’ by Dorothea Mackellar. We have discussed the significance of ANZAC day and Remembrance Day, observing the minute of silence and
repeating the Ode together. A couple of bush dancing segments early
on, with Ian Bunston teaching, helped participants to connect in a fun
way and break down some fears.
It has been a privilege to be able to share these classes with John West,
Jim Barr, and Liz Skeehan. I have appreciated their support and commitment in working with the class each week. Eddie Chapman and Keith
Dyer have also been invaluable in setting up chairs and providing much
needed practical support. Many thanks to you all as it is a team effort.

